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Critchlow Adkins Celebrates Waterfowl

As Easton prepares for the 50th an-
nual Waterfowl Festival, Critchlow Ad-
kins Chuldren’s Centers (CACC) 15 also
celebrating 1ts 50th anmiversary nght
alongside them For 50 years, we have
seen the Waterfow] Festival capture the
imagination of our children and inspire
them to leam about the wildlife that sur-
rounds us here on the beautiful Eastemn
shore

Crtchlow Adlans strives to provide
ennching leaming expenences for our
children, whether they are in preschool
programs, before- and after-school care,
or summer camps. STEAM (Science,
Technology, Engineenng, Art, Math)
activities are designed 10 ncorporate
critaical thunkung, problem solving, and
creativaty through play. In honor of the
50th annsversary of the Waterfow! Fes.
tnval, CACC-enrolled children recently
epjoved participating mn \Waterfowl.re.
lated STEAM activities. The activities
are shared here so that all families can
do them at home together
Whirly Twirly Flving Birds

The younger children at the CACC
sites had a ton of fun participating in
this first actnity. With “Whirly Twirly
Flymng Birds,” children will learn about
the two things that burds need to make
themselves fly: hft and thrust Sup-
plies needed: 117 balloons, Clear tape,

Feathers, Clothespins, Sharpie Marker

Blow up the balloon, twist the end,
and close 1t off with a clothespmn. Then
your child can use the Sharpie to draw
a face for their bird, and select two
feathers for each wing, which they wall
tape on either side of the balloon Now
comes the fun part - just unclip the bal-
loon and toss i1t into the air to see how
it flies

There may be some trial and emror -
volved to get the “bird™ to fly just nght
This 15 a wonderful opportuasty to ask
questions that will get vour chuld think.-
ing Lke an
engineer
Some  ex-
amples
are:  Does
the place.-
ment of the
feathers
make a daf-
ference 1n
how 1t flies?

Maki | Whirly " Bich
RS, & S "Wiworks  best?

Twirly Flving Bird. s i

feathers does 1t take to make the bird too
heavy to fly? What type of release gives
the bird the most Lft?

This project was very popular, and
it incorporates sCience, engfineenng art
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and, most mmportantly, fun. Children
will want to fly his or her Whirly Twirly
Flymng Bird over and over agan
Make Your Own Duck Call

This 15 another sumple, fun, and edu-
cational project for younger children
All you need 15 2 plastic dnnlang straw
and some scissors. With “Make Your
Own Duck Call,” vour child will leam
about how sound comes from vibra.
tons. The vibrations that their breath
creates on the ends of the straw wall
make a duck-like sound. Here's how 1t
works: Have your child use his'her fin-
gers to flatten one end of the straw - the
Hatter the better. Ihen, cut the flat end
of the straw into a point. Take another
moment to flatten 1t out again, and you
are all set Now have vour child take a
deep breath and blow into the straw. It
should make a strange, quacking sound

This 13 another great opportunity to
mncorporate enmneening and cntical
thought Have your child cut the straw
to different sizes, or even add another
straw to the end to make 1t longer and
note how the sound changes. Here are
some questions you can ask to engage
vour child in the expeniment: Which
s1z¢ of straw sounds most like a duck?
Which length of straw 15 the easiest to
get a sound out of? Whach 15 the most
difficult? Does the diameter of the straw
affect the sound 1t makes? Happy duck
calling!
Goose Flight Patterns and Navigation

This final STEAM activity was
created for school aged children by
Program Director, Amy Michels. This
activity 1s designed to teach lkads about
arr pressure and navigation. Have your
child read the book, Joulouse, the Stor)
of a Canada Goose, by Pnscilla Cum-
mings. Then have your child place
a piece of paper on a table in front of

them and blow on 1t, and ask them to
describe what happens. Explamn that the
paper nses because of the difference 1n
air pressure above and below the paper,
and that birds use their wings to move
through this air pressure

Next, talk about how geese fly south
from Canada later in the year to escape
the cold winters up north. Pull up a map
on your computer and have your child
point out the flight path that the geese
might have to take to get from Canada
to the Eastern Shore

Have a discussion with your child
about all of the things that the geese need
to be careful to avoid on their joumey
50 that they can armive safely (amrplanes
power lines, etc.) — and identify chal-
lenges they might encounter that could
lower their visibility and make it diffi-
cult to see these obstacles (snowstorms,
nighttime, etc.). Then, ask your child to
design and draw a way to help burds see
better so that they can complete theu
journey safely. If you have art supphes
at home, they can even use them to cre-
ate a prototype of their invention. Then
have them descnbe thewr mvention t0
you

CACC hopes that these projects wall
enhance your child’s expenence of this
vear s \Waterfowl] Festival and give them
a greater understanding of some of the
inhabitants of our local environment

Cntchlow Adkms Children's Cen-
ters’ mission 15 to provide quality, finan-
cially accessible childcare for children
and their families in a nurturmng, -
verse, safe, and ennching environment
To leamn more about CACC, earoll your
child in these services, or to make a
donation, visit cacckids.org or call 410-
§22-8061. These and other activities can
be found at leftbraincraftbram com or
sciencebob.com.

Chesapeake Blooms is here to help flower your holiday event!

With special, open studio hours during Waterfowl weekend

and throughont the upcoming holiday season!

Contact us today:
410-G590- 4512

info@chesapeakeblooms.com

www.chesapeakeblooms.com

22.B N. Harrison St., Faston MDD 21601
And don't forget to check online for updated open studio hours




